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of the South, As between Magyar exploitation and Turkish
misrule, the latter was the lesser of two evils. So began an
antagonism, which persisted ever afterwards, and was aggra-
vated in 1867 when Emperor Francis Joseph withdrew the
special privileges which had long been enjoyed by the
Serbs of the "Military Frontiers."4 Nevertheless, common
enmity to the Turks generally tended to preserve a politi-
cal friendship between the ruling authorities at Vienna and
Belgrade
In the year 1878, to be sure, Austria "occupied" the
provinces of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which were largely
inhabited by peasants of Serb blood and were coveted by the
new Kingdom of Serbia; but the pill was coated by the
fact that, at the Congress of Berlin, Austria secured for
Serbia the valuable Pirot and Nish districts, which Russia
would have assigned to her own protege, Bulgaria. Politi-
cal friendship between the Austrian and Serbian Govern-
ments, though not between the peoples of the two countries,
was again secured by the secret Austro-Serbian Treaty of
1881, signed for ten years, in which both States promised
to pursue a mutually friendly policy, and not to tolerate
within the territory of one any intrigues against the other.5
In the year following, a tariff agreement admitted Aus-
trian manufactured articles into Serbia at half the tariff
rates asked of other countries, and in return special ad-
vantages were given to Serbian pigs and prunes imported
into Austria-Hungary, In 1885 it was the support of Aus-
tria which saved the Serbian army from destruction after
its fatal defeat by the Bulgarians at Slivnitza. King Milan,
both off and on the throne, squandered much of his money
and spent much of his bizarre existence in Vienna. And so,
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